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A love Letter To
        Architecture

It’s also about understanding what 
Architects do. The difference that they 
can make and the singular role they 
play, and have played in our lives. 

Maybe there’s a building you’ve always 
loved. Maybe there’s a building you’ve 
always hated. There’s probably an 
Architect behind it. Have you thought 
why s/he made the decisions to design 
the building in such and such a way? 
What did their client want? How does 
the building fit in with its neighbours? 
Does it fulfil its purpose or has its 
purpose changed over the years? Maybe 
it was from the Victorian period, the 
1960s or it’s contemporary. What does 
the building say about the people who 
built it? What were the factors that 
shaped their thinking about how the 
building should look? Would you do it 
differently? 

This year, we’re looking closely at the 
legacy of  John Madin who made such a 
big impact on the city of  Birmingham. 
His legacy of  buildings divides opinion. 
What do you think? We’ll also be looking 
at some seminal Films that depict 
Architecture and Architects in striking 
ways. Ever fancied a go at Architecture 
yourself ? Why not attend the drawing 

Welcome to the Love 
Architecture Festival 2012. 

So, why have a Festival of  Architecture? 
Buildings are static after all. They are 
not going anywhere. You can love, or 
maybe loathe buildings any time you 
want. Well maybe that’s the point. 
Architecture is what separates the 
space around us. By using materials, 
light, technology and aesthetics, 
Architecture is the process that creates 
and defines our communities. It’s the 
local pub, the corner shop, the bus 
station and the Town Hall. It is what we 
think of  when we think of  our home 
town, city or village. Architecture 
is what gives places identity. Think 
of  Birmingham and the Rotunda 
or Selfridges might spring to mind. 
Think of  the skylines of  London or 
New York. 

Architecture can be the places and 
spaces we see and know every day. 
Because we see and know them so 
well perhaps it’s easy to take them 
for granted. That’s what the Love 
Architecture Festival is all about. It’s 
about looking up and around us to 
understand and look with fresh eyes 
at the buildings we think we know. 

workshop, which explores different 
ways of  capturing the essence of  our 
surroundings on paper. Or maybe you 
fancy hands-on experience at designing 
and creating something of  your own. 
In which case, our Bird Box workshop 
is for you. And don’t forget to visit or 
LA:B (Love Architecture: Birmingham 
in the Pallasades Shopping Centre near 
the top of  the escalators at New Street 
Station). This is where you can find out 
everything you need to know about the 
Festival and how to get involved in the 
great activities that are taking place. 

Maybe you are a first time visitor to 
the West Midlands or have lived here 
all your life. Maybe you’re interested in 
what Architects actually do or maybe 
you are about to choose which GCSEs 
you want to do and think being an 
Architect could be for you. Whatever 
brings you here, we hope you’ll find 
something to enjoy, excite and maybe 
even Love in this year’s Festival. 

Matthew Dobson
Regional Director



Birmingham Events Map

Wednesday, 13 June - Friday, 15 June

BSA Grad Show, Jewellery Quarter Tour, LA:B Launch

Saturday, 16 June

Bus Tours, Walking Drawing Workshop, BBC Studio Tour

Sunday, 17 June

John Madin Calthorpe Estate Tour, Jewellery Quarter Talk

Monday, 18 June

Odeon Cinema Tour

Tuesday, 19 June

Drawing Exhibition, Building Tours

Wednesday, 20 June

Midlands Awards Ceremony

Thursday, 21 June

BBC Studio Tour, LEGO Talk, KINO 10 

Friday, 22 June

Metropolis

Saturday, 23 June

Architect in the LA:B, Walking Tours, The Fountainhead

Sunday, 24 June
RIBA Picnic in the Park
Monday, 25 June
Significance of  The Elkingtons

Signposts
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the city centre, from converted tyre 
factories to grand civic squares, the list 
goes on. 

When we visit a new town, city or 
country we will often walk around, 
get the feel for the place and see some 
of  the buildings - visit Paris and you 
want to see the Eiffel Tower, Rome the 
Colosseum, Sydney the Opera House, 
New York the Empire State Building. 

This is because great architecture 
also reflects culture in which it comes 
from and so enables us to begin 
learning, understanding and relating 
to that culture. Birmingham’s diverse 
architectural heritage reflects our 
diverse multi-cultural community - it is 
exciting, vibrant and ever-changing.

Love Architecture:Birmingham is 
about celebrating the diversity of  great 
architecture we have in our city. It is the 
perfect opportunity to get out there, 
explore and learn something new about 
our city - whether you are a resident or 
visitor, it’s time to start enjoying the 
great architecture in our city, it’s time to 
Love Architecture:Birmingham. 

Gavin Orton
President
Birmingham Architectural Association
& Architect at BPN Architects

If  you ask people, what first 
comes to mind when you think 

about Birmingham, often top of  
the list will be either Spaghetti 
Junction or Selfridges. Both are 
fantastic examples of  our city’s 
great architecture. Spaghetti 
Junction recently celebrated it’s 
40th birthday. 

Back in 1972, it marked the dawning 
of  a new and exciting era with it’s fluid 
sculptural concrete forms marking 
one of  the entrances to our city. It’s 
opening was broadcast across the 
globe. 

Almost 30 years later, the opening 
of  Selfridges, another fluid sculptural 
concrete form but this time with 
painted bright blue and decorated 
with over 17,000 glinting silver domes, 
once again Birmingham became the 
talk of  the globe. 

These are just two examples of  great 
architecture within our city. They are 
big and bold! But great architecture 
can also be small and subtle.  

Birmingham has examples in all 
shapes, sizes and colours - from a 
timber framed 14th Century pub 
in Digbeth to a state of  the the art 
library in Centenary Square, from Arts 
and Crafts style homes for workers 
in Bournville to tall glazed towers in 

LA:B Pop Up

The BAA launched a competition in 
May 2012 for students Birmingham 
School of  Architecture to design and 
build a temporary pop-up architecture 
store during the Love Architecture 
Festival. Come along to the LA:B 
Architecture Store to find out more 
about architecture, see an exhibition, 
take part in design workshops for all the 
family or perhaps have a consultation 
with our Architect in the LA:B on how 
to make the most of  your home.

LA:B Survey
Pop-in to the LA:B architecture store 
and complete our LA:B survey and 
you’ll be in with a chance of  winning 
a selection of  books on Birmingham’s 
great architecture.

Birmingham Birdhouse
As part of  LA:B, the BAA are asking 
you to design and make your very 
own Birmingham Birdhouse with a 
template design which you can pick up 
from the LA:B Architecture Store or 
download from www.architecturewm.
com to print, design and decorate at 
home! 

The LA:B is located in the Pallasades 
Shopping Centre near to Starbucks 
and open daily from 12pm until 8pm 
Monday-Friday and 11am-5pm on 
Sundays (16th-25th June 2012).

Love Architecture:
          Birmingham



Friday. 15 June
LA:B Launch 

Love Architecture Festival Birmingham is launching on Friday, 15 June with a drinks reception. This event also marks the opening of  our pop-up LA:B 
Festival Office, the one-stop contact point for the Love Architecture Festival. The BAA launched a competition in May 2012 for students Birmingham 
School of  Architecture to design and build a temporary pop-up architecture store during the Love Architecture Festival. The LA:B Architecture Store  
is open daily from 12pm until 8pm Monday-Friday and 11am-5pm on Sundays (16th-25th June 2012) to find out more about architecture, events, 
workshops and free consultations.

Where: LA:B, Pallasades (near Starbucks) 
When: Friday, 15 June, from 6pm

How to book: riba.westmidlands@riba.org 

Wednesday. 13 June
Birmingham School of  Architecture Grad Show

Jewellery Quarter Tour

Showcasing both undergraduate and postgraduate work, the Architecture Graduate Show will demonstrate work from the contextually sensitive to the 
critically provocative. Through new landscapes, spaces and built form, our students are encouraged to creatively test, amongst others, issues of  sustain-
ability, infrastructure, adaptability and density. By 2050, the percentage of  the world’s population living in cities will have grown to more than 80%. With 
this in mind, the role of  our architecture students is to suggest how we get there. This exhibition gives you an insight into their thinking.

Where: BIAD, Gosta Green Campus
When: Wednesday, 13 June, 6-8pm

How to book: No booking required

A walking tour of  this unique conservation area with over 200 listed buildings, taking in the old and the new,the urban realm,public open space and 
public art.The tour will be conducted by Andy Munro,formerly Regeneration Director of  the Quarter, who will explain some of  the challenges that 
have faced the area’. Please meet outside Saints Cafe in St Paul’s Square (opposite St Paul’s Church) at 10.30am.Bring umbrellas if  raining and wear good 
walking shoes for this one and a half  hour  tour.

Where: St. Paul’s Square
When: Thursday, 14 June, 10.30am

How to book: riba.westmidlands@riba.org 

Thursday. 14 June

Birmingham Made Me Design Expo Launch
Birmingham Made Me is a celebration of  design and innovation made in the Midlands includes interactive features, exhibitions, seminars from 
celebrated manufacturers, designers and producers supported by a wealth of  new talent showcasing innovations for the future. The Birmingham School 
of  Architecture as part of  BIAD are inviting you along to their showcase in the Birmingham Made Me Mailbox Store. Make sure you also visit the 
Obsessionistas Design Archives digital exhibition at Birmingham Made Me, which showcases RIBA West Midlands and architecture in the West Midlands.

Where: Architecture: No.21, Level 3
The Mailbox, B1 1XL

When: 15 - 22 June

FREE

FREE

FREE

FREE



Saturday. 16 June

BBC Birmingham Studio Tour

Big Brum Buz Tour

Take a tour of  BBC Birmingham at The Mailbox and get an insight into how an old Royal Mail sorting office has been transformed into a bespoke open-
plan studio and office space – part of  the UK’s largest mixed-use building. BBC Birmingham is home to The Archers, BBC Radio 4’s legendary rural drama 
series; regional television news programme Midlands Today and local radio station BBC WM.  Hundreds of  staff  occupy the 95,000 square foot plot which 
employs innovative integrated mezzanine floors to maximise space. BBC Tours guides will give a fascinating insight into the many programmes originating 
from BBC Birmingham and tell you the inside story of  what it takes to get them from script to screen.

Where: BBC Birmingham Studios, Mailbox
When: Saturday, 16 June, 10am & 2pm

Visit www.lovearchitecture.org’s West Midlands page to find out 

A live guided exciting adventure through the UK’s second city – the Brummagem tour takes you to the commercial heart of  the city and includes the major 
buildings of  architectural interest. Following the road to the unique Jewellery Quarter which really emphasises why Birmingham was known as the city of  a 
thousand trades in Victorian times we then travel along Broad Street – the Golden Mile with the Golden Boys. Picking up the highway to Edgbaston – home 
to the manufacturers of  the city and the international cricket ground we link up with the Tolkien trail and the world famous Cardinal Newman Oratory. 
Entering the city from the Eastside extravaganza we get the full panoramic view of  St Martin’s Parish Church and the new state of  the art Bullring shopping 
complex with the iconic building of  Selfridges.

Where: Corner of  Colmore Row & Waterloo Street
When: Saturday, 16 June, 10.30am, 12.30am, 2.30pm

How to book: riba.westmidlands@riba.org 

Walking Drawing Workshop: Experiments in Seeing

BAA Birdboxes Workshop

Visual Artist Dean Melbourne will lead a small group of  architects as they explore Birmingham’s existing built environment. Using experimental drawing 
exercises participants will be encouraged to look again at what is familiar. This exploration is intended to provoke a dialogue between both the participants 
and perhaps members of  the general public. It is also a chance for architects to consider the built environment with an artists view point. Selected sketches 
for every participant will be showcased through Aedas Presents with a breakfast launch on Tuesday, 19 June.

Where: LA:B, Pallasades (near Starbucks)
When: Saturday, 16 June, from 11am - 4pm

How to book: riba.westmidlands@riba.org 

A fun workshop for all the family brought to you by the Birmingham Architecture Association. As part of  Love Architecture:Birmingham, the BAA are 
asking you to design and make your very own Birmingham Birdhouse! We have a template design which you can pick up from the LA:B Architecture Store 
and print, design and decorate. The template is also available to download via www.architecturewm.com.

Where: LA:B, Pallasades (near Starbucks) 
When: Saturday, 16 June, from 10am

How to book:  Just come along :)

Father’s Day Walking Tour
A fun workshop for all the family brought to you by the Birmingham Architecture Association. As part of  Love Architecture:Birmingham, the BAA are 
asking you to design and make your very own Birmingham Birdhouse! We have a template design which you can pick up from the LA:B Architecture Store 
and print, design and decorate. The template is also available to download via www.architecturewm.com.

Where: LA:B, Pallasades (near Starbucks) 
When: Saturday, 16 June, from 10am

How to book:  Just come along :)

FREE

FREE



Sunday. 17 June
John Madin Calthorpe Estate Tour

Jewellery Quarter - Past & Future

Author of  ‘Twentieth Century Architects: John Madin’ and Secretary of  the Friends of  the Cental Library Alan Clawley is leading this tour of  the Calthorpe 
Estate. The tour is an introduction to some of  Madin’s residential and commercial work in and for the Calthorpe Estate between 1957 and 1977. A walk of  
3.5km/2 miles, starting at the entrance to St Georges Close, Westbourne Road and finishing at the White Swan on Harborne Road.

Where: Corner of  Westbourne Road, at the entrance of  St. George’s Close
When: Sunday, 17 June, from 2pm

How to book: riba.westmidlands@riba.org 

The Birmingham Jewellery Quarter is a unique collection of  interconnected jewellery and metal working manufacturers to the north of  Birmingham city 
centre. The traditional manufacturing techniques – which rely on proximity to related trades – gives the Quarter a unique character creating a distinctive 
environment. David Mahony is a Jewellery Quarter based Architect who is closely involved in the Jewellery Quarter Business Improvement District and is 
a proud champion for the area. His fascinating talk will focus on the history of  the Quarter, its recent development and some of  the exciting opportunities 
that might form the Quarter’s next stage of  architectural evolution. Where: LA:B, Pallasades (near Starbucks)

When: Sunday, 17 June 
How to book:  riba.westmidlands@riba.org

Hindu Temple of  Shri Venkateswara (Balaji) Tour
The Hindu Temple of  Shri Venkateswara (Balaji) in Tividale is the culmination of  deeply felt spiritual aspirations and one of  the most remarkable 
achievements of  the Hindu communities in the United Kingdom. The temple is set in a 21.5 acre site, with a number of  different shrines and other facilities 
and it has grown over a 10-year period to become physically the largest South Indian temple precinct in Europe. Much more than simply a physical complex, 
it brings together a remarkably wide cross-section of  Hindus into a vibrant, thriving organization, and is now recognized as one of  the leading Hindu 
institutions in this country. This tour will be led by Ram Aithal a retired Civil Engineer and an Architect.

Where:  Dudley Road East, Tividale, West Midlands, B69 3DU
When: Sunday, 17 June, 9.30am, 11am, 2.30pm, 4pm

How to book: riba.westmidlands@riba.org 

FREE

FREE



Madin’s buildings won six Civic Trust 
awards, three awards from the Royal 
Institute of  British Architects, and 
two from the Ministry of  Housing 
and Local Government.  His firm 
consistently produced buildings of  the 
highest quality throughout his career 
and some are now seen by such admirers 
as English Heritage, the Twentieth 
Century Society, Friends of  the Central 
Library and the World Monuments 
Register – as deserving heritage status.  
Madin’s work is not homogeneous.

His Swedish style can be seen in the 
Engineering Employers Federation and 
in the apartments, houses and tower 
blocks of  the leafy Calthorpe Estate. 
The popularity of  Swedish home 
furnishing is evidence of  the extent 
to which Scandinavian design is liked 
by Britons, and Madin’s most humane 
work has on the whole remained 
popular and well cared for.

The International Style exemplified by 
the Post and Mail building and Pebble 
Mill belonged to a historic phase of  
modern architecture.  Birmingham 
people, and perhaps the English in 
general, have perhaps never fully 
embraced this style, originating as it 
did from central Europe, sometimes 
via the USA. Both buildings have been 
demolished, although economic and 
technological factors were more telling 
than aesthetic ones.  

John Madin was driven by 
his passion for modern 

architecture to rebuild his war-
torn home city of  Birmingham, to 
rescue the leafy Calthorpe estate 
from decline and to create a new 
town for Birmingham’s overspill 
population. 

Modern architecture was the ideal tool 
for the job but he liked to adapt it to 
suit his client’s needs and to respect 
the surrounding built and natural 
environment. 

Although Madin was and is well known 
as Birmingham’s leading Modernist 
architect no account was published of  
the large body of  work his firm did 
between 1957 and 1975. The stimulus 
to do so was without doubt the 
recent and impending loss of  some 
of  his most significant buildings. The 
Birmingham Post & Mail and Pebble 
Mill have gone; the Chamber of  
Commerce is facing demolition, as is 
the Central Library.

Madin’s ‘Brutalist’ work is exemplified 
by the Central Library. It has been the 
butt of  reactionary criticism of  the 
‘mistakes’ of  the 1960s that include 
the sins of  universal public services, 
the welfare state, and worst of  all, 
exposed ‘concrete’. Buildings gestated 
during the 1960s came to be seen by 
some as ‘socialist’ and a reminder of  
the harsh state-sponsored architecture 
of  Eastern Europe.   

Madin’s late phase, embracing 
elements of  Post-Modernism, 
comprises Metropolitan House and 
Neville House, and presaged the 
current architectural fashion for shiny 
surfaces, recently exemplified by 
Future Systems’ Selfridges store at the 
Bull Ring. 

It is the skill with which Madin dealt 
with a number of  contradictory 
factors that marks his work. His 
efforts to reconcile development and 
conservation, the machine aesthetic 
and the arts and crafts tradition, 
human-made shelter and nature 
should inspire us all.  

Alan Clawley
May 2012
Alan Clawley is the author of  John Madin, 
Twentieth Century Architect, and Secretary 
of  Friends of  the Central Library.

John Madin’s Legacy



Deutsch Entertains Our Nation. It has 
stuck ever since.

The Paramount opened in 1937 
and is by Verity and Beverley.  It’s 
first screening was ‘Charge of  the 
Light Brigade’ starring Errol Flynn. 
The original Paramount contained a 
Compton Theatre Organ. 

A prior research trip to the Odeon 
revealed a thin veneer of  cinema magic 
backed by a much more interesting story 
about those who work at the Odeon and 
have witnessed the changing roles of  
the internal spaces as well as the reason 
for the Odeon’s existence, film delivery 
itself. On the public tour we will attempt 
to take in the following areas, however 
as this is clearly a working cinema; 
certain restrictions may be placed upon 
us on the day beyond our control.

The Odeon has a great street presence, 
sitting at the heart of  Birmingham’s 
shopping centre, an Art Deco inspired 
canopy and illuminated entrance 
totem shine as beacon for escape and 
entertainment.  The rear of  the building 
is probably also of  interest as contrast, 
sitting alongside New Street Station, 
it rather nicely begins to reveal the 
abstract form of  internal spaces within 
its simple and slightly crude brick skin.

Moving from the concession stands 
into the mid space of  front of  house 

Oscar Deutsch  was a Birmingham 
born son of  a Hungarian scrap 

metal merchant.  He was an early 
British cinema impresario whose 
relationship with the Birmingham 
Architect Harry Weedon produced 
a wealth of  Odeon cinemas in the 
popular Art Deco style during the 
1930s. 

In turn this raised the profile of  the Art 
Deco form in the UK and arguably led to 
the growth in its popular appeal. Many 
of  the best and earliest examples are in 
Birmingham (Kingstanding and Sutton 
Coldfield being two still in existence). 
He acquired the Paramount Cinema on 
New Street – the building which is the 
focus of  this tour – in the early 1940s 
at which point it was re-modelled in the 
Art Deco in house Odeon style.  
Incidentally, the word Odeon was in 
use as a cinema brand at the time in 
France and is of  Greek origin, but was 
cunningly  appropriated by Deutsch 
to form the company motto: Oscar 

The Odeon - 
   a Projected Image

operations the impression is of  a very 
generous transition space.  Feeling like 
it once had a lot more to say, this feature 
space plays second fiddle to cardboard 
figures and colour saturated artworks.  
Much of  the plasterwork detailing has 
been retained at high level and serves 
as nice counterbalance to the modern 
memorabilia.

Circulation away from the main hall 
space is intimate, dark and with a 
slightly claustrophobic feel, perhaps a 
common theme in cinemas with these 
functional linking ‘in-between’ spaces.

The racked black boxes where senses 
are stretched to locate your seat in 
as dignified way as possible, loaded 
down with popcorn and fizzy drinks.

Where the magic happens, the hope is 
that it may be possible to glimpse into 
a projection room to appreciate how 
these moving images get from plastic 
flight case and hard drive to 30 foot 
by 70 foot glowing image. 

Look forward to seeing you on the 
tour.

Joe Huddleston
Interior Designer,
Aedas
www.aedas.com
@joehuddbirm 

John Madin’s Legacy



Monday. 18 June

Tuesday. 19 June

ODEON Cinema New Street Tour

Aedas Presents: Experiments in Seeing

BBC Birmingham Studio Tour

As part of  the festival, Visual Artist Dean Melbourne will lead a small group of  architects as they explore Birmingham’s existing built environment. Using 
experimental drawing exercises participants will be encouraged to look again at what is familiar. The resulting experimental drawings along with architect’s 
notebooks will form an exhibition at Aedas Presents which launches with a breakfast showcase. This crossover into Visual Art presentation is intended to 
expand the concepts and encourage us to further challenge ourselves to see our environment in new ways. Where: Aedas

When: Tuesday, 19 June, 8.30am - 10am
How to book:  Aedas Presents

This small group tour inside selected areas of  the Odeon, New Street, Birmingham, led by Joe Huddleston, interior designer at architects, Aedas, will take 
an interior bias and is focused on internal space, public and private, glossy and grimy. The 1 hour limited place tour which will be more about experiencing 
the spaces and making your own judgement on the qualities of  the varied interior environments.

Where: ODEON New Street
When: Monday, 18 June, from 10am

How to book:  riba.westmidlands@riba.org

Take a tour of  BBC Birmingham at The Mailbox and get an insight into how an old Royal Mail sorting office has been transformed into a bespoke open-
plan studio and office space – part of  the UK’s largest mixed-use building. BBC Birmingham is home to The Archers, BBC Radio 4’s legendary rural drama 
series; regional television news programme Midlands Today and local radio station BBC WM.  Hundreds of  staff  occupy the 95,000 square foot plot which 
employs innovative integrated mezzanine floors to maximise space. BBC Tours guides will give a fascinating insight into the many programmes originating 
from BBC Birmingham and tell you the inside story of  what it takes to get them from script to screen.

Where: BBC Birmingham Studios, Mailbox
When: Tuesday, 19 June,5pm & 7pm

How to book: Visit www.lovearchitecture.org’s West Midlands page to find out 

New Street Station Live Site Tour

The Gateway Project delivered by Network Rail will transform Birmingham’s New Street station to create a stunning 21st century transport hub for 
Birmingham and the West Midlands. This tour will provide you with a preview of  the latest developments of  the live site, led by Carol Stitchman, Head of  
Design for the Gateway Project for RIBA members. Attendees are required to bring their own PPE (orange) equipment.

Where: LA:B, Pallasades (near Starbucks) 
When: Tuesday, 19 June,  9.30am - 12pm

How to book: riba.westmidlands@riba.org 

FREE

FREE

FREE



Wednesday. 20 June

Thursday. 21 June

RIBA Midlands Awards Ceremony

LEGO Talk & Competition

KINO 10: Architecture Edition

Senior Design Manager at LEGO Simon Kent offers a unique insight to the world of  LEGO and how his own training as a product designer led to 
having one of  the best jobs in the world on the LEGO Creator design team. Hear about how the LEGO Creator studio building in Denmark has been 
renovated to make it more modern and “play” orientated linking to the LEGO ideal. Guess the number of  bricks in a LEGO model to win a great 
LEGO prize to take home.

Where: Aedas, Colmore Plaza B4 6AT
When: Thursday, 21 June, from 6pm

How to book:  riba.westmidlands@riba.org

The RIBA Midlands Awards Ceremony 2012 is the East Midlands’ & West Midlands’ most prestigious live architectural awards event of  the year, attended 
by special guest, RIBA Chief  Executive, Harry Rich, at the stunning Art Deco venue Athena. Awards announced live on the night will be RIBA Awards, 
RIBA Architecture West Midlands Awards, RIBA East Midlands Excellence in Architecture Awards and a number of  special category awards. 

Where: Athena Leicester
When: Wednesday, 20 June, from 6pm

How to book:  riba.westmidlands@riba.org

Short film specialists, KINO 10 present a selection of  brilliant short films all on the theme of  architecture. With animations, documentaries, comedy, 
archive, and experimental fare, this programme of  films has a bit of  everything. Highlights include Rob Carter’s terrific hand-crafted stop-animation 
film which sees how a METROPOLIS is born, The Media Archive for Central England’s gloriously funny short, SPAGHETTI KONG features some 
fascinating footage from the 1970s of  Spaghetti Junction and Birmingham’s infamous King Kong statue, and Patrick Jean’s retro animation, PIXELS.

Where: NEST, Glenn Howells Architects
When: Thursday, 21 June, from 6pm
How to book:  no booking required

Friends of  Architecture Launch
The Friends of  Architecture network seeks to enhance these relationships through further developing a community of  graduates, undergraduates and 
professionals, providing a forum which allows a sharing of  ideas, making connections to reflect, debate and review key issues, topics and events. It is great 
opportunity to network with the Birmingham School of  Architecture, exchange ideas on best practices and review opportunities. The event is hosted by 
Birmingham School of  Architecture, with an introduction by Gavin Orton, President of  the Birmingham Architectural Association (BAA).

Where: Architecture: No.21, Level 3
The Mailbox, B1 1XL

When: Thursday, 21 June, from  5pm
How to book: dominika.michalik@bcu.ac.uk

FREE

FREE



Saturday. 23 June

Friday. 22 June
Metropolis at Millennium Point

Architect in the LA:B

Join us to watch this German expressionist science fiction classic on The Giant Screen, which will be introduced by Philip Singleton, Chief  Executive at 
Millennium Point. Metropolis is set in a futuristic urban dystopia,, and follows the attempts of  Freder, the son of  a wealthy intellectual, and Maria, whose 
background is not fully explained in the film, to overcome the vast gulf  separating the classist nature of  their city.

Where: The Giant Screen, Millennium Point
When: Friday, 22 June, from 6pm

How to book:  www.lovearchitecture.org

Would you like the opportunity to receive expert advice and inspiration on how you can transform your home? If  so, come along for consultation with an 
Architect. Bring along photographs, house plans and your architectural design questions to LA:B, and find out how an architect can transform your home. 
Architect in the LA:B will operate on a walk in appointment basis, so arrive early to avoid disappointment! The initiative runs in conjunction with Architect 
in the House, where architects visit members of  the public in their own homes to give a consultation in return for a donation to Shelter.

 Where: LA:B in the Pallasades (near Starbucks)
When: Saturday, 23 June, 10am - 4pm

How to book: No booking required
FREE

Aedas Presents: Experiments in Seeing
As part of  the festival, Visual Artist Dean Melbourne will lead a small group of  architects as they explore Birmingham’s existing built environment. Using 
experimental drawing exercises participants will be encouraged to look again at what is familiar. The resulting experimental drawings along with architect’s 
notebooks will form an exhibition at Aedas Presents which launches with a breakfast showcase. This crossover into Visual Art presentation is intended to 
expand the concepts and encourage us to further challenge ourselves to see our environment in new ways. Where: Aedas

When: Tuesday, 19 June, 8.30am - 10am
How to book:  Aedas Presents

FREE

 Soho Road Gurdwara (Sikh Temple) Tour

Renowned as the gateway to Soho Road,  join us for tour of  one of  the most famous Gurdwara’s in the UK. The total Gurdwara spans an area of  about 
25,000 square metres and the building is 4 storeys high. There are 5 main Darbar Halls and 3 Langar Halls. There are approximately 100 rooms most of  
which are for the Sangat who want to stay at the Gurdwara for the night and have facilities for sleeping & washing.

 Where: Soho Road, Handsworth, B21 9BH
When: Saturday, 23 June, 11am

How to book: No booking required
FREE



Sunday. 24 June

Picturehouse Presents: The Fountainhead

John Madin City Centre Tour

RIBA Picnic in the Park

Author of  ‘Twentieth Century Architects: John Madin’ and Secretary of  the Friends of  the Cental Library Alan Clawley is leading this tour of  the Calthorpe 
Estate. The walk of  1.5km/1 mile takes in six Madin works in the city centre dating from 1954 to 1975, the fate of  which have been or are still being 
determined by changing social and economic conditions.  Inside visits where possible. 

Where: Tour starts from LA:B in the Pallasades (near Starbucks)
When: Saturday, 23 June, from 2pm

How to book:  riba.westmidlands@riba.org

Picturehouses and the RIBA present a national series of  film events celebrating the special relationship between architecture and cinema at some of  
England’s finest independent cinemas. Film events include a short pre-film talk from architectural figures and concise tours/talks of  the buildings at most 
locations alongside screenings of  classic and new architecture-themed films. At Straford Up Avon Picturehouse, we are pleased to present a classic in The 
Fountainhead which will be introduced by RIBA West Midlands Regional Chair, Anthony Clerici.

Where: Stratford Picturehouse, Windsor Street , Stratford-upon-Avon, CV37 6NL
When: Saturday, 23 June, from 3.30 -  6pm

How to book:  Box Office on 0871 902 5741

Join the RIBA West Midlands team for a summery picnic to celebrate the finale of  the Love Architecture Festival at Cannon Hill Park, hopefully enjoy 
some sunshine and take part in the Architecture Olympics! 

Where: Cannon Hill Park
When: Sunday, 24 June, from 1pm 
How to book:  Just come along :)

FREE

FREE

Monday. 25 June
Significance of  The Elkingtons

Elkingtons were pioneers in nineteenth century design and mass production techniques of  metals. The role Elkingtons – who were based on Newhall 
Street in Birmingham, the site of  the current Trove Gallery – in the industrial period revolutionised the way we think about commercial design, the educa-
tion of  workers in the design process, and the ability to compete on a global scale. A fact that was not lost on Prince Albert at the time and the V&A Mu-
seum which maintains a significant collection of  Elkington goods from that period, and at the time was one of  Elkington’s biggest clients.  Our speaker 
is Alastair Grant, V&A Museum 

Where: Trove Gallery, Newhall Street
When: Monday, 25 June, from 6pm

How to book:  riba.westmidlands@riba.org
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